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Sustainability and innovation for 
a better future 

At Lund University, we are committed to the idea 
that global collaboration is essential for advancing 
knowledge, defending academic freedom and 
addressing the major challenges of our time. In an 
increasingly complex and interconnected world, we 
work across borders to build long-term partnerships in 
education, research and innovation. 

Our Global Dynamic Engagement approach guides this 
work, enabling us to act strategically, responsively and 
sustainably on the international stage. 

Through our Global Hubs and our participation in 
international networks and alliances – including LERU, 
U21 and EUGLOH – we strengthen research excellence, 
academic mobility and sustainable development. 

With more than 600 partner institutions across the 
world and a distinctly international community of 
researchers and students, we are proud to be a trusted 
global partner. 

We are honoured and humbled by being ranked #1 
by QS World University Rankings: Sustainability 2026. 
Together with our partners we will continue to co-
create knowledge and to educate the next generation 
of global leaders aiming at a more sustainable future 
– all in an innovative manner. 

Kristina Eneroth 
Pro Vice-Chancellor for Strategy and Global Affairs  

Lund University 
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Lund University on the global arena 

Founded in 1666, Lund University is recognised for academic 
excellence, innovation and its international outlook. We are united 
in our efforts to advance knowledge and support society, especially 
during times of global change. 

Being the most international university 
in Sweden, we collaborate with partners 
in over 75 countries and offer more than 
140 international degree programmes. 
Our vibrant student life and welcoming 
academic environment make us the 
number one choice for international 
students in Sweden. 

NETWORKS AND ALLIANCES 
We are deeply committed to tackling 
global challenges and actively engage 
in a broad spectrum of international 
strategic networks, alliances and 
multilateral initiatives. Together, these 
collaborations enable joint research, 
educational exchange and knowledge 
creation. Our prioritised networks and 
alliances are: 

• LERU – The League of European 
Research Universities 

• U21 – Universitas 21 

• EUGLOH – The European University 
Alliance for Global Health 

GLOBAL IMPACT 
Our wide disciplinary base and strong 
local roots foster interdisciplinary 
collaboration with global reach. This 
foundation has driven transformative 

innovations such as the dialysis 
machine, ultrasound diagnostics 
and Bluetooth technology. Through 
long-term partnerships and regionally 
anchored projects, we work together 
to advance sustainable development. 
Our researchers contribute to all UN 
Sustainable Development Goals, with 
particular focus on democracy, health 
and technology. 

Our international profile is supported 
by our success in securing competitive 
funding for research and education. 
This is reflected in our position as a 
leading performer in Horizon Europe 
and Sweden’s top recipient of Erasmus+ 
funding. 

RANKED FOR EXCELLENCE 
We are consistently ranked among the 
world’s foremost universities, including 
ranked number one globally in the 
QS Sustainability Rankings 2026 and 
72nd in the overall QS World University 
Rankings. 

We also rank 3rd in Europe for 
university-linked start-ups by the 
European Patent Office, reflecting 
the close ties between academia and 
industry. 
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INNOVATION AT HEART 
As a university, we are a driving force in 
the Lund Innovation District – a vibrant 
ecosystem where research, education, 
industry and society converge. It 
includes world-class research facilities 
such as MAX IV, the world’s first fourth-
generation synchrotron light source, and 
the European Spallation Source (ESS), a 

cutting-edge centre for neutron-based 
research. Lund Innovation District plays a 
central role in shaping our international 
presence and highlights Sweden’s 
position as a leader in innovation. 

Photo: Kennet Ruona Photo: Johan Persson 
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The GDE framework 

GRE 
Global Responsible 

Engagement 

• Research security

• Openness

• Academic freedom

• Democracy

GIE 
Global Innovative 

Engagement 

• Creative and
transformative

• Global and local

• Innovation ecosystems

GSE 
Global Sustainable 

Engagement 

• Climate/Environment

• Social

• Economic
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Global Dynamic Engagement 

Lund University’s Global Dynamic Engagement (GDE) is a strategic 
framework designed to boost international cooperation and expand 
the university’s presence worldwide. GDE aims to promote academic 
excellence, encourage global dialogue and help address complex 
societal issues. 

Our GDE is guided by a university-wide process that sets annual priorities. Translated 
into regional roadmaps, GDE outlines key activities in research, education, innovation 
and external engagement. These roadmaps provide a flexible structure for our global 
efforts, ensuring responsiveness in a rapidly changing world. 

Our Global Hubs are dynamic ecosystems that serve as focal points for long-term 
partnerships and collaboration with leading universities, industries and organisations. 
Within these Hubs, we engage in networks, best-practice exchanges and researcher 
mobility and drive cross-sector initiatives and innovative projects. 

A strong commitment to human rights, academic freedom and sustainable 
development is integral to GDE. Through our Global Responsible Engagement, 
Global Sustainable Engagement and Global Innovative Engagement approaches, 
we ensure that international collaboration is strategic, ethically sound and geared 
towards long-term impact. Driven by innovative practices and active participation 
in global innovation ecosystems, this adaptive model supports our role as an 
internationally connected and forward-looking university. 

Photo: Charlotte Carlberg Bärg Photo: Mirjam Ström Mitternacht 



8 GLOBAL DYNAMIC ENGAGEMENT 2026 

Lund University 
Global Hubs 

San Francisco 
Bay Area East Coast 

Great 
Lakes 
Area 

Europe 

Santiago 
de Chile 

São Paulo 
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Korea 

Hong Kong  
Greater Bay Area 

Singapore 

Oceania 
Southern Africa 

Mumbai 

Japan 

Lund University 

Global Hubs are geographic areas, such as cities, countries, regions 
or continents. In these hubs, Lund University works with partners 
across disciplines and sectors to tackle global challenges and deliver 
impactful solutions in research, education and outreach. 
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Africa 

Lund University strengthens partnerships across Africa 
through student exchanges, research collaboration and 
networks such as SANORD and SASUF, maintaining a strong 
presence in Southern Africa. Building on the AU-EU Innovation Agenda and 
collaboration with AUDA-NEPAD, we advance joint initiatives in research, innovation 
and capacity building for sustainable development. The African Union’s ten-year 
plan 2024–2033 highlights the role of higher education with priorities that align 
closely with our ambitions for long-term, knowledge-driven partnerships. These 
shared goals open new opportunities for mutual progress as well as responsible and 
impactful collaboration. 

ROADMAP 2026 

• Developing collaboration with Global Hub partners in the
Western Cape region.

• Promoting cooperation in research, education, innovation
and external engagement with Southern Africa through
the SASUF project (South Africa Sweden University Forum).

• Evaluating the membership in the SANORD network
(Southern African - Nordic Centre).

• Developing collaboration with partners outside South
Africa, particularly Namibia and Ghana.

• Exploring collaboration opportunities within the AU-EU
Innovation Agenda and AUDA-NEPAD.
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Asia 

In Asia, Lund University strengthens its presence through 
dedicated hubs in Singapore, South Korea, Japan, the Hong 
Kong Greater Bay Area and Mumbai. We aim to build strategic, 
high-impact collaborations working closely with universities and industry partners 
to advance knowledge and create solutions for a sustainable future. Asia hosts 
some of the world’s most dynamic research and innovation ecosystems, with strong 
investments in academic excellence and emerging technologies. These settings 
offer unique opportunities for partnerships that drive progress and address global 
challenges, while safeguarding academic freedom and integrity. 

ROADMAP 2026 

• Continuing to strengthen collaboration in research,
education, innovation and external engagement within:

• Global Hub Singapore – through broad-based
initiatives; jointly identified research areas with a
focus on NUS and NTU.

• Global Hub South Korea – through the Sweden-
Korea Education, Research and Innovation
Collaboration (SKERIC) project and bilateral initiatives
with the same partners

• Global Hub Japan – focusing on initiatives related to
MAX IV and Tohoku University.

• Global Hub Mumbai – focusing on developing the
partnership with IIT Bombay.

• Global Hub Hong Kong/Greater Bay Area – focusing
on selected innovation districts.

• Exploring the potential for developing relationships and
collaborations with Taiwan and Vietnam.
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Europe 

Across Europe, Lund University collaborates with partners 
through networks, alliances and EU initiatives such as Horizon 
Europe and Erasmus+. Together we turn knowledge into action, 
strengthen Europe’s competitiveness and tackle challenges that affect 
us all. Our engagement includes close collaboration with the UK, supported by 
the Sweden–UK Memorandum of Understanding on research and innovation, and 
with leading European innovation ecosystems. In this rapidly evolving landscape, 
we engage actively in EU policy developments that shape the future of higher 
education. We focus on building strong partnerships and working together to 
prepare for new opportunities in areas such as AI, life sciences and sustainability. 

ROADMAP 2026 

• Deepening and further developing collaboration with 
partner universities and other actors in the United 
Kingdom, based on already initiated efforts and with a 
focus on innovation. 

• Strengthening innovation-oriented collaboration with 
leading innovation ecosystems such as Copenhagen, 
Hamburg and Milan. 

• Using the LERU membership and European University 
Alliance work strategically for internal development and 
influence on EU policy, including the next multiannual 
financial framework, framework programmes and the 
European degree. 

• Exploring opportunities for capacity building and research 
collaboration linked to EU and international initiatives 
related to Ukraine. 
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Latin America and the Caribbean 

In Latin America and the Caribbean, Lund University works 
closely with partners to develop joint projects focusing on research, 
innovation and societal impact. Through the ACCESS platform in Global 
Hub Chile, we foster interdisciplinary collaboration on identified societal challenges 
of bilateral relevance connected to the UN Sustainable Development Goals. In Brazil, 
our focus is on future-oriented partnerships in our newly identified Global Hub, 
São Paulo, a regional leader in research and innovation. The selected Global hubs 
are characterised by their regional excellence in research and innovation, strong 
institutions and historical links with Sweden. 

ROADMAP 2026 

• Leading and further developing research and education 
collaborations with Chile as a Global Hub, primarily 
through coordination of and activities within the 
framework of ACCESS (Academic Collaboration Chile 
Sweden). Lund University will also continue bilateral 
external engagement with innovation-related actors. 

• Exploring the possibility of an exchange agreement with 
the University of Concepción, Chile. 

• Developing research and education collaborations with 
actors in São Paulo as a Global Hub, such as the University 
of São Paulo and FAPESP (the São Paulo Research 
Foundation), as well as other innovation-related networks 
and organisations in Brazil. 

• Working to increase awareness of Sweden as a study 
destination and giving additional priority to student 
recruitment of both returning and new prospective 
students from the region, with a focus on Brazil, Chile, 
Colombia and Mexico. 
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North America 

Lund University builds strong connections in North America 
through Global Hubs and partnerships with leading universities 
and innovation ecosystems. We focus on deepening collaboration in 
the San Francisco Bay Area, the Great Lakes region and on the US East Coast, while 
also strengthening research and innovation ties in Canada. These partnerships are 
grounded in shared academic values and a commitment to tackling challenges that 
cross borders. By linking the Lund Innovation District with North American networks, 
we create opportunities for researchers, students and industry to work together and 
explore new ways of advancing knowledge and impact in an interconnected world. 

ROADMAP 2026 

• Strengthening collaborations in California, with a 
particular focus on Global Hub SF Bay Area and the 
University of California, Berkeley, through the GloHub 
project. 

• Enhancing collaborations in the Great Lakes region, with 
a specific focus on the University of Chicago and the 
University of Toronto, aiming to explore opportunities for 
increased doctoral mobility and to establish seed funding 
mechanisms to support joint initiatives and researcher 
exchange. 

• Developing collaborations with highly ranked universities 
on the US East and West Coasts. 

• Promoting research and innovation collaborations with 
partner universities in Canada within the framework of 
Horizon Europe. 



-
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Oceania 

Oceania is one of Lund University’s Global Hubs, with a strong 
focus on the Melbourne metropolitan area and our partnership 
with the University of Melbourne. We collaborate closely with partners 
to advance shared ambitions in sustainability, innovation and societal impact. 
Through mobility initiatives and targeted funding calls, we create opportunities for 
joint projects and stronger academic ties, particularly within the U21 network. These 
efforts take place in a region of stable democracies, where recent developments, 
such as New Zealand’s association to Horizon Europe and Australia’s exploratory 
talks with the EU, signal growing possibilities for deeper engagement. 

ROADMAP 2026 

• Further developing the collaboration with the University 
of Melbourne as anchor university, and exploring the 
possibility of broadening partnerships to other research 
and innovation actors in the city of Melbourne, including 
Swedish companies active in the area. 

• Strengthening Horizon Europe engagement with partner 
universities and innovation actors in New Zealand and 
preparing for increased collaboration with Australian 
actors ahead of a potential association. 

• Enhancing Lund University’s profile as a study destina
tion through targeted and strategic marketing towards 
Australia and New Zealand. 

• Conducting a follow-up of previous calls and projects 
within Global Hub Oceania to gain an overview and 
identify success factors and potential for further 
development. 



Join us in shaping a 
sustainable future! 

www.lunduniversity.lu.se/global-engagement 

LUND UNIVERSITY 

Box 117 

221 00 Lund 

Sweden 

Phone: +46 46-222 00 00 

www.lunduniversity.lu.se 
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