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Programme overview
Drawing on fields such as anthropology, geography, sociology and economic history, the programme provides interdisciplinary perspectives and analytical tools for communicating about problems of sustainability. It represents an
important complement to technological and natural science
approaches towards sustainability by focusing on the cultural dimensions of consumption and resource use, cultural
perceptions of environment and economy, and social science
perspectives on the global distribution of environmental
problems. A central aim is to help students develop skills in
communicating across boundaries separating the discourses
of different disciplines, cultural traditions, or the interests
of business, politics and social movements. The programme
encourages critical scrutiny of the debate about sustainability, but also a serious commitment to improving human-environmental relations worldwide. It covers the major social
and environmental challenges of our time, including climate
change and climate justice, unequal exchange and use of
ecological resources, and the shifting of environmental risks
and problems to the poorest parts of world society.
This programme is unique in combining perspectives
on sustainability from the humanities, social sciences and natural sciences. It brings together lecturers and
students from various backgrounds in truly interdisciplinary discussions about how culture, power and ecology interact in human-environmental relations. In the
third semester, many students are offered internships with

organisations in various parts of the world, giving them the
opportunity to apply their insights to practical engagement
with sustainability policies. In the past, students have, for
example, enjoyed internships with organisations dedicated
to improving sustainability in various parts of Latin America. The programme does not shy away from pressing controversial questions regarding global power structures and
inequalities of distribution.

Programme Modules/courses
COURSES AND NUMBER OF CREDITS: Culture, Economy, and
Ecology (15), Theory of Science and/or Methods (15), Political
Ecology, Consumption, and Identity (15), Theory of Science
and/or Methods (15), Master’s degree thesis (30), Electives
and/or practical application (15 or 30).

Career prospects
Students graduating from this programme will be able to
work in fields such as research, education, journalism, environmental management and development aid. Regardless
of the choice of profession, they will be equipped to help
make the world more sustainable by communicating their
insights to others and by being able to critically assess different options regarding policies, lifestyles and patterns of
consumption.

Entry requirements and how to apply
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
At least a Bachelor’s degree, including three semesters (90
credits) of studies in human ecology, or another subject of
relevance to the programme, e.g., anthropology, sociology,
geography, environmental studies, or equivalent. English
6/English Course B. Please see www.lunduniversity.lu.se for
details on English proficiency levels.

“The courses on the programme are very diverse and
deal with subjects such as sustainability, development
and cultural anthropology, which is emphasised by the
fact that teachers and students also have very diverse
backgrounds. I think it is the perfect programme for
someone who is looking for something different, who
have many areas of interest and have not yet decided
what to focus on – I was interested in so many things
and I think this programme is good for that. ”
Tessa van Duijvenbode from the Netherlands
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TUITION FEES
There are no tuition fees for EU/EEA citizens. For non-
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most powerful neutron source.
Learn more at www.lunduniversity.lu.se
Ask questions and follow news at
facebook.com/lunduniversity

CONTACT
Programme webpage
www.lunduniversity.lu.se/human-ecology
Study guidance
Elin Brudin, cps@hek.lu.se, +46 46 222 8417

Disclaimer: Changes may have been made since the printing of this fact sheet. Please see www.lunduniversity.lu.se for any updates.
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